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HOW TO PLAY 
A WINNER 


Back in school you won your 
tick-tack-toe by being alert and by 
planning your moves well. The same 
holds true today in library planning 
—you have to consider many things. 
Quality is most important; your 
library deserves the best in quality 
and styling. You want the best “looks” 
and the best performance, function- 
ally. Planning and engineering 
service should be part of the service 
you get. And the furniture should 
last and last. All this, of course, adds 
up to New Life library furniture. 


LIBRARY FURNITURE BY SJOSTROM OF PHILADELPHIA 


in Louisiana: 


H. C. PARKER, INC. 


336 Camp Street, New Orleans, La. 
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Ruth Clark Reedy 


The summer months are upon us, and as 
always there is a lull in association activities. 
However, several of our committees have 
been busier at this time than at any other. 

Inez Boone and the Intellectual Freedom 
Committee have been working on some ac- 
tion that the association can take concerning 
the ban on Time, Life, and Look magazines 
made by the Claiborne and Bossier Parish 
School Boards. Many of our members have 
written recommending different procedures. 
Actually, the committee has, as yet, made no 
recommendation to the parent body. Many 
things have to be taken into consideration, 
and the committee is gathering opinions, 
advice and solutions to the problem. I am 
sure that Inez would welcome advice from 
any of you who would like to give it. This 
situation is a challenge to our association, 
and I know that our committee will soon 
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give to us recommendations which will en- 
able us to take a vigorous and sensible stand 
on this issue. 


Elizabeth Holloway, Chairman of the Leg. 
islation Committee, and Norma Durand, 
Chairman of the Union Catalog of Louisiana 
Materials Committee, have found this June 
to be a busy one. They have been spending 
much of their time at the state capital. At 
this particular time, June 30, HB 73, which 
provides for our Union Catalog, has passed 
the House and is awaiting action by the 
Senate. When you read this, I feel certain 
that we will be making plans to set up the 
catalog. Special thanks should go to the 
Chairmen of these two committees who have 
worked for the completion of this project. 


Word has been received that the Library 
Services Bill has been passed. This is won- 
derful news to the librarians not only of 
Louisiana but of the nation. Sallie Farrell, 
who has “‘spark-plugged” this work in our 
state, deserves the commendation of all of 
us. She has not only worked for the pas- 
sage of this bill but has kept us informed 
as to what has been happening in the na- 
tion’s capital concerning this important picce 
of legislation. The people of the state of 
Louisiana will now be able to receive more 
and better library service. 


Becky Skau, our President-Elect, has start- 
ed her work for next year. Her task is a 
large one, and I should like to ask for 
Becky the same wonderful cooperation you 
have given to me. She has announced that 
the next year’s convention will be held in 
New Orleans, March 7-9, with headquarters 
at the Jung Hotel. Her convention commit- 
tees are already at work, planning for us. 
She is now getting ready to appoint standing 
committee members. If you are asked to 
serve on these committees, which carry on 
the work of the association, please co s0. 
The setting up of these committees is an 
arduous process and needs the backing of 
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willing workers. While on the subject of 
the work being done by our President-Elect, 
| should imagine that it will be of interest to 
you to know that memberships are still com- 
ing in. If you know of new librarians in 
the state, please encourage them to join our 
association and if you know of old members 


who have not renewed their memberships, 
urge them to do so immediately. 

By the time you read this, most vacations 
will be over. I hope the summer has been a 
pleasant and profitable one for each of you. 

Mrs. Ruth Clark Reedy, 
President, L.L.A. 





Public Relations Js a 
Personal Matter * 


WILLIAM PORTER KELLAM 


It has been frequently said that the lack 
of good public relations in college and uni- 
versity libraries is one of our greatest weak- 
nesses. I suspect that is right, for we college 
and university librarians may be guilty of 
thinking that we have captive audiences and, 
as a result, have not engaged in motivated 
public relations to the extent that our col- 
leagues in the public library field have done. 
Nevertheless, I am sure that most of us who 
have been in the profession for any length 
of time have been bothered about either the 
quality or quantity (or both) of our public 
relations programs. 

Definitions of public relations are le- 
gion. The one which conforms most nearly 
to my thoughts on the subject is ‘‘any situa- 
tion, act, or word that influences people” ; 
people in this instance, being the library’s 
publics. The objectives of public relations 
programs seem to vary about as much as the 
definitions but, to my way of thinking, the 
objectives should be the creation and mainte- 
nance of the good will of our publics which, 
in turn, lead to increases in support, re- 
sources, and use. 

With this definition and these objectives 
in mind, and considering the paucity of re- 
sources, the small use of our materials by a 


low percentage of our student bodies, and 
the failure to satisfy completely many who 
attempt to use them, we may decide that our 
audiences are not so captive after all. I 
have used the term “motivated program of 
public relations” advisedly, for we engage in 
public relations willy-nilly and should try 
to motivate it in the directions best suited 
to make our publics—students, faculty, ad- 
ministrators, alumni, and the general public 
(to a certain extent)—aware of our services 
and needs. 

Unfortunately, the term ‘‘public relations” 
is used in a great variety of ways. In certain 
connotations it has become associated with 
the image of the fast-talking, facile-writing, 
persuasive individual or department con- 
cerned with getting people to purchase 
things they don’t need, or to influence their 
thinking. This specialized, high-pressure 
type of public relations is outside my knowl- 
edge and experience. My remarks today are 
directed toward more dignified and sedate 
types of activities and many of my comments 
are based on experience. 

An overall effective public relations pro- 
gram for a college or university library is in- 
fluenced by many factors—staff, building, re- 
sources, equipment, and imagination are a 


* An address presented by William Porter Kellam, Director of Libraries, University of Georgia, 
before the College and Reference Section, L.L.A., at the Alexandria Conference, March 23, 1956. 
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few of them. Most of these factors vary 
from library to library and it would be un- 
usual for two libraries to be comparable in 
any two of them. Nonetheless, no matter 
how inadequate the building, or how meager 
the book collection, a library always has the 
basic element necessary for a public relations 
program—a staff. Good public relations re- 
sults when a librarian puts users at ease, 
treats them courteously, and serves them 
well. The size of the library—assuming that 
it is adequately staffed—makes no difference. 
A good impression can be made as easily by 
a staff of one as by a staff of a hundred. The 
staff should be the most valuable asset in a 
library's public relations program. 


RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STAFF 


One member of a staff cannot be desig- 
nated as the public relations director and 
made to bear the entire responsibility for de- 
veloping and carrying out the program. Con- 
sciously or unconsciously, for good or for 
bad, every member of a staff engages in pub- 
lic relations each day. We cannot help hav- 
ing public relations—it goes on constantly 
as long as the library is open and often fol- 
lows us to our homes, to our parties and, in 
fact, in all of our community associations. 
Public relations, therefore, must be consid- 
ered as a personal matter by everyone on the 
staff—clerical as well as professional. 

People in the public service divisions may 
be more acutely aware of this, for the simple 
act of passing a book over the desk or an- 
swering the easiest question entails public 
relations. The way these tasks are executed 
determines the quality of public relations. 
Although the personnel of the other divisions 
may not be closely associated with the public 
they too must share the staffs responsibility 
in bettering relations and services. The fail- 
ure to rush the ordering and processing of 
a direly-needed title can be as bad public 
relations as the failure to produce efficient 
and courteous service at the circulation desk. 

This matter of individual responsibility 
for good public relations involves everything 
about the individual staff member—how he 
dresses, his office deportment, how he speaks 
over the telephone, how he writes letters— 
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the whole of his personality and ability is 
involved. 

Despite its transcending importance, | 
have no desire to belabor this point. How- 
ever, before leaving it, I wish to quote a 
sentence or two from a letter which I re. 
cently received from a woman who had vis- 
ited our library to see a collection of mater- 
ials given to us by her mother. She was 
helped by one of our non-professional staff 
members. After her visit, she wrote: “It 
was a great pleasure to meet her and have 
her show me the collection. She is a credit 
to your library—and you may tell her | 
said so.”” This visitor neither knew nor cared 
whether the staff member was professionally 
trained or not—the efficient service and the 
manner in which it was rendered were the 
important things. 


BUILDING 


The size of a building, its appearance, 
and its arrangement can have considerable 
influence of the library’s public relations 
program. The best of staffs operate under 
a handicap in a cramped, poorly lighted, un- 
attractive building. Even the colors have 
public relations value and should be used to 
create an inviting and relaxing effect on 
readers. I can speak with first hand knowl- 
edge of the effects of an attractive, spacious 
building as compared with small, inade- 
quate, and unattractive quarters. Our present 
building with its subdued and restful colors, 
its spaciousness, and easy access to the books, 
has had a tremendously beneficial effect on 
its use by both students and faculty. The 
students are proud of the building and flock 
into it to study and, sometimes, I fear, for 
less intellectual but, perhaps, more interest- 
ing pursuits. Also when their parents come 
to the campus, they bring them to see it. 

Our new building was designed for open 
shelf use and the subject division arrange- 
ment. These features have created interest 
and are widely approved by the students. | 
know this because of a custom at the Uni- 
versity of Georgia which I have never seen 
practiced elsewhere. Many of the living 
quarters for students are located at a con- 
siderable distance from the classrooms and 
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library. These distances have given rise to the 
custom of girls as well as boys “thumbing” 
rides. I occasionally pick up students and 
give them a ride to the classroom or to the 
library. Inasmuch as I remain in my office 
much of the time, few of the students know 
me and I am rather certain of receiving a 
true answer when I ask them if they use the 
library. Many don’t use it very much I’m 
sorry to say, but others do. “How do you 
like it?” I ask those who say they use it. 
“We are crazy about it.” “Why?” “Because 
of its inviting appearance and open shelves.” 
The appearance of the building, inside and 
out, and the ready accessibility of materials 
can play an important role in reaching our 
public. Of course, most of us have to put 
up with an old building, but remember that 
it is an awful building, indeed, whose ap- 
pearance cannot be improved with the appli- 
cation of some tastefully selected colors of 
paint. 
GRAPHIC MATERIALS 

An aspect of public relations which may 
be easily overlooked is the graphic materials 
prepared by the library. These include sta- 
tionery, book plates, handbooks, book lists, 
and similar items. 

A well designed letter head, with text, 
concise, clear, appropriate in tone, neat and 
well spaced on the page makes a much bet- 
ter impression than one poorly designed, 
expressed and executed. Many years ago I 
used to receive an occasional letter or card 
from a certain librarian in the Southeast 
whom I had never met and whose library I 
had never seen. His letters were poorly 
typed and disorganized—messy, in fact— 
and I remember observing that he was the 
only person I had ever known to have the 
ability to scribble on a typewriter. Later I 
learned something about his library and it 
was very similar to his correspondence—ill 
organized and unimpressive. 

Every library should have an attractive 
book plate for use in books added through 
purchase and through gift channels. A spe- 
cial plate should be designed and printed for 
unusually fine gifts. The use of special 
plates giving credit to the donor is usually 
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an incentive for him to make additional gifts 
—and it may serve to attract prospective 
donors. 

Any booklet—student handbook or what- 
ever it may be—should be carefully written, 
tastefully designed, and attractively printed. 
A booklet thus made costs very little more 
than an unattractive one. During the past 
few years we have issued two printed book- 
lets—a dedication pamphlet and a student 
handbook. The compliments we have re- 
ceived on both have amply repaid us for the 
additional care which went into their design, 
composition, and printing. 

EXHIBITS 


Exhibits can be an effective part of the 
public relations program. They probably 
are most frequently designed to promote 
the circulation of books but they also can 
and should be used to portray library serv- 
ices, resources, gifts, and simply to foster 
good will. A poor exhibit, however, is 
worse than none, and good exhibits take 
time to prepare. There are three main steps 
in the formation of an exhibit. 

1) Making a calendar. An exhibit calen- 
dar should be maintained with the individ- 
ual displays scheduled well in advance of 
the exhibition date. Planning ahead enables 
special occasions to be observed, provides 
time for purchasing needed materials, and 
serves to discourage people who rush into 
the library and want an exhibit put up im- 
mediately. Of course, there is every reason 
to encourage the help of the faculty and 
students in the preparation of both the cal- 
endar and the exhibits but at the proper time 
—-not a day or a few days ahead. 

2) Selecting and preparing the materials. 
The materials to be used in the exhibit must 
be selected with care. They may all be from 
the library or some of them may be borrowed 
from faculty, students, or other sources. The 
items may be books, manuscripts, costumes, 
toy soldiers, photographs, or even a skeleton 
but, in all cases, books should occupy a 
prominent part in every exhibit. 

Some items which will be used over and 
over should be kept in stock. I refer to 
thumb tacks, flags, colored cloth and paper, 
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ribbons, letters for making captions, and the 
like. 

3) Arrangement. In arranging the ex- 
hibit, the decorative element is important, 
for it is the thing which first catches the 
eye and leads to a more leisurely examina- 
tion of the exhibit. Use colored paper or 
cloth for backgrounds, school colors, flags, 
and such to enliven the other materials. The 
success with arrangement and decoration of 
an exhibit is restricted only by the space 
available, the imagination of those arrang- 
ing the display and the amount and kinds 
of materials available. 

The preparation of good exhibits takes 
time and imagination—more than one per- 
son usually has. Experience has shown that 
an Exhibits Committee, changed each year, 
with the exception of one or two members, 
is the best plan. In that manner new mem- 
bers bring new ideas to the task each year 
and the work load is distributed. 

Where does one get ideas for exhibits 
month after month? Anywhere and every- 
where—one of our most successful exhibits 
was based on an article in the Saturday Re- 
view on “What Makes a Genius?’”’ Some of 
the English instructors had their students 
write themes based on the subject as a result 
of seeing this particular exhibit. I have kept 
a ‘‘display ideas’’ folder for years into which 
I drop notes containing ideas for displays 
gleaned from many sources. 

Closely related to exhibits is the library 
bulletin board which, among other things, 
is used to encourage reading. Various kinds 
of material can be displayed there—book 
jackets, current book lists, bibliographies, 
reserve reading lists, etc. The book jacket is 
one of the most colorful items which can be 
used. It is a convenience to the borrower if 
the call number is added to the jacket before 
it is posted. 





SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 


Special projects and activities with public 
relations value can be almost unlimited. 
Often the book collection can be enriched 
by encouraging memorial collections for de- 


ceased staff or faculty members. One of our 
staff members died last summer and the 


staff and several faculty members collected 


money for a memorial book collection. The 
sum was not great but was sufficient to pur- 
chase several useful titles. A member of 
the English Department died last fall and 
her colleagues, wishing to honor her mem- 
ory, raised funds to purchase an exception- 
ally fine set of the works of Oscar Wilde 
for the library. 

An excellent way to recognize gifts of this 
kind and encourage others is to place such 
books on display for a few weeks and to 
place a more permanent record of all such 
gifts in a conspicuous location. The Okla- 
homa City Libraries make use of such a plan. 
There, “When books are donated in me- 
moriam, the name of the person being hon- 
ored is inscribed on a bronze plaque in the 
lobby of the main library; a book plate re- 
production of the plaque, bearing the name 
of the person memorialized, is placed in 
each book (or in the case of a club their 
own book plate is used); and notification 
of the gift is sent to the family of the per- 
son honored by means of an ‘In Memoriam’ 
folder bearing the name of the donor, the 
name of the deceased and a reproduction of 
the plaque.’’t 

Care in acknowledging gifts can also en- 
courage additional donations. I think that 
a personal letter from the librarian should 
be sent to everyone who makes a donation 
of any consequence—be it one volume or 
many. The more publicity given the more 
gifts received—one never knows when an 
idea will fall on fertile soil. 

Another means of the library securing 
the interest and good will of its publics is 
to sponsor programs of various kinds. Last 
summer the University of Georgia Libraries 
sponsored a series of five programs under 
the title ““Arm-chair Vacations in Cool Com- 
fort,” the comfort part referring to our air- 
conditioned auditorium. We were fortunate 
in having several faculty members who had 
spent some time abroad and four of them 
gave illustrated lectures (with colored slices) 


tOklahoma’s Memorial Book Plan,” Library Journal v. 81; p. 151, January 15, 1956. 
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on the countries they had visited. The fifth 
program was on photography as an art. 
Both colored slides and motion pictures were 
used for this one. Each program was well 
attended and we gained the interest and good 
will of both the audiences and the speakers. 


A similar project in which our library has 
cooperated during the past two academic 
years is the sponsorship of a Film Club. We 
used the films from the Museum of Modern 
Art. During the first year, movies were 
shown depicting the development of the 
film. This year some foreign films and sev- 
eral old domestic films which people wanted 
to see again were run. 

Every library has visitors and, if you are 
fortunate enough to have a new building, 
you will be blessed with an abundance of 
callers. No matter how busy or tired you 
are, they should be given a warm reception 
and taken on an unhurried tour of the build- 
ing. 

I am not unaware of the importance of 
the newspaper, radio, television, and Friends 
of the Library groups as means of public 
relations, but time will allow me to dwell 
only briefly on them. Personally, I rather 
dread publicity in the student paper because 
it is so often inaccurate. A few college and 
university libraries use radio and television 
but how effectively I cannot say. I once 
had a 15-minute a week radio program for 
a year and the only apparent effect was on 
the library's relations with the departments 
whose representatives appeared on the pro- 
gram. That alone, however, was justification 
for the effort. The University of North Caro- 
lina Library is the only one I know in the 
South that is making regular use of televi- 
sion. A 15-minute program entitled, “Of 
Books and People,” is telecast each Tuesday 
evening over the University’s station. With 
the exception of the student newspaper, I 
usually think of the newspaper, radio, and 
television as being more applicable to pub- 
licity for public libraries than for those in 
colleges and universities. 

Friends of the Library groups can be ex- 
tremely helpful if handled wisely. Three 
outstanding examples of friends groups in 
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the Southeast are those at Duke University, 
the University of Kentucky, and the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina. 


RELATIONS WITH STUDENTS 


Next, I wish to consider the library’s pub- 
lic relations with students and faculty. We 
should always keep in mind that the largest 
segment of our public is the students and 
that we are not doing them a favor when 
we provide them with materials and serv- 
ices. The purpose of public relations is to 
acquaint them with their library and to en- 
courage them to use it. Most media usually 
associated with public relations—the bulletin 
boards, the exhibit cases, open stacks, new 
book shelves, etc.—are useful in attracting 
some students to the library, but: most im- 
portant of all is a friendly attitude on the 
part of all the librarians. 


First of all, make every student who enters 
the library for a serious and legitimate pur- 
pose feel welcome. Even when enforcing 
rules and collecting fines—factors which 
sometimes strain relationships between stu- 
dents and staff—judgment should be exer- 
cised by the staff. Of course, rules, fines, 
and penalties are necessary but the staff can, 
upon occasion, take into account human frail- 
ties, and soften the application and even 
make exceptions in certain cases. 

Learn as many of the students’ names as 


you can and attempt to talk to them in terms 
of their needs and interests. 


All these activities should be standard op- 
erating procedure. However, there are other 
services of a more specialized nature which 
should be provided for students. One is the 
distribution of a handbook—which has al- 
ready been mentioned. A more important 
but somewhat related activity is the instruc- 
tion of freshmen in the use of the library, 
for few students entering college know how 
to find materials in a large library. A tour 
of the building or an illustrated lecture or 
a combination of both should be considered 
as minimum instruction. 

Knowledge of how to use the library is 
appreciated most when there is a definite 
awareness of its need. For this reason, tours 
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or instruction should be avoided during ori- 
entation week—the students have not yet 
felt the need and their schedules are too 
crowded during that hectic period. This 
teaching is mote effective if given several 
weeks after classes begin and in connection 
with the course in freshman English compo- 
sition. The classroom work, with its em- 
phasis upon themes, shows the student the 
need for this knowledge and provides him 
with an opportunity to put into practice 
what he learns. 


RELATIONS WITH THE FACULTY 


Finally—a few words about faculty-library 
relations. As a whole, faculty members not 
only use the library more than any other 
group, but they also interpret it to the stu- 
dents, and they are the prime factors in get- 
ting students to use it. We should accept 
the responsibility of making the library 
known to them. 

In addition to the routine services given 
to them, new faculty members should be in- 
vited to the library. The librarian may issue 
an invitation at the fall faculty meeting or 
by letter. In either case the faculty should 
be invited to take a tour of the building 
under the guidance of the librarian. The 
arrangement and use of the resources, pro- 
cedures for recommending books for pur- 
chase, preparation of reserve lists, and such 
should be explained. Incidentally, one com- 
mon complaint from faculty members con- 
cerns the length of time that it takes to 
order and prepare a book for circulation. 
An explanation of why such a long time is 
required might be worthwhile in many in- 
stances. Where it is possible, a special fac- 
ulty handbook would be very useful in help- 








ing professors to become acquainted with 
procedures and arrangement. 

Book selection policies should be such as 
to encourage all faculty members to recom- 
mend books for purchase. They should be 
kept informed of what the library is acquir- 
ing. A regularly issued list of accessions is 
one way of doing this—sometimes , accom- 
panied by a letter. Cards or slips notifying 
the faculty member when books he has rec- | 
ommended are ready for circulation are 
appreciated. If multiple order forms are | 
used, the sending of a notification slip is a 
simple routine. The display of all new books | 
of general interest where the faculty, and | 
perhaps students also, can see them is also 
worthwhile. 





In the final analysis, the librarians can do 
comparatively little to make students read. 
The faculty must be sold on the library— 
they must be made proud of the library’s re- 
sources and services. If the faculty do not 
believe that the library serves well its func- 
tion, their attitude will be reflected in the 
students. It is important, then, for us to be 
on our best behavior with them. 


In closing let me point out that there are 
many facets and possibilities to this business 
of public relations. I have touched some of 
them—perhaps some have been treated with 
too much emphasis and some with too little. 
For example, inter-staff relations, although 
very important, have not been considered at 
all. However, from my experience and ob- 
servation, I have tried to present some of the 
ideas which I think are most important for 
college and university libraries. In my mind, 
the best public relations stems from good 
personal relations. If the library fails here, 
not much else is effective. 
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Actually, what I intend saying tonight is 
a kind of continuation of the Library School 
Story. I was one of the ones, you see, that 
(according to the panel’s findings) Pa and 
Ma Ferguson frustrated, and so, in 1937, 
I turned my Texas face toward Louisiana. 

But back to the title of this talk—which, 
by the way, will probably have little or no 
bearing on the talk itself. It just happens 
that, though they were not specializing in 
Louisiana State Library School in 1937-38 
(again according to the panel last night) I 
did manage to specialize. I took every course 
Mildred Harrington had to offer—I was 
going to be a Children’s Librarian. Story- 
telling, children’s work, children’s and young 
people’s book selection. . . . When Dr. 
Herdman tried to teach me administration, 
I neatly turned all my papers in on the ad- 
ministration of a Children’s Department. 
I did not always find the crimes behind the 
clues Miss Williams gave me, but I learned 
how to do reference in Mother Goose for 
advertising agencies and to search the East- 
man Fairy Tale Index for the betterment of 
the Amalgamated Storytellers of America. 

And somewhere along that very straight 
and narrow furrow that even Florrinell al- 
lowed me to plow at L.S.U. (she gave up 
trying to make an expert cataloger out of 
me early in the game)—somewhere along 
that predestined way, I was exposed to Ken- 
neth Grahame. 

And having met Kenneth Grahame, I fell 
in love for all time and eternity with Wind 
in the Willows—with Rat and Mole and 
Toad—and with the Reluctant Dragon. And 
from each of them I culled what I thought 
would be an excellent title for a book talk. 
When Rat told Mole that there was nothing 
—-simply nothing—like messing about in 
boats, I immediately said there’s a title for 


A Sandwichy Sort of “Way ~ 


SIDDIE JOE JOHNSON 


my next talk to the Sam Houston Elementary 
School—or the Robert E. Lee P.T.A.—or 
the Texas Library Association: ‘Messing 
about in Books.’ But sober second thought 
stayed one. “Messing about in Books’— 
Unhuh! One of the little darlings at Sam 
Houston might take me literally while he 
had bubble gum on his mind and in his 
mouth. A P.T.A. Mama might get my quo- 
tation mixed at face-creaming time—and 
there’s always danger among T.L.A. mem- 
bers of round rings from bourbon glasses. 

So I concentrated on the quotation from 
the Reluctant Dragon, where the Boy pur- 
sues his reading, to Kenneth Grahame’s in- 
finite approval, ‘‘in a sandwichy sort of way” 
—sampling here from natural science, there 
from fairy tales—all to his great edification 
and delight. 

That, actually, I think, has been my mis- 
sion in life, to provide for the boys and girls 
I touch, either directly, or indirectly, their 
right to the freedom of a well-stocked cup- 
board and a sandwichy sort of choice. 

But there is more to it than that. In my 
own dual role of Children’s Librarian and 
writer of Children’s Books, I have made such 
a choice myself, building a Dagwood double- 
decker (to mix very badly one literary and 
one not-so literary allusion) out of the ma- 
terials at hand. And I have found, like the 
Dragon’s boy, that the ingredients have 
blended well together, and the taste of the 
blended jobs is good—at least in my own 
mouth. 

I had done some previous writing before 
I came to L.S.U., but Mildred Harrington 
with her love of her students, of books for 
children and of the children themselves 
turned my immature talent in the way it 
was to go. Dear Helen Gordon Stewart, 
also, with her feeling for a region turned 


* An address presented at the Book Dinner, Alexandria Conference, March 23, 1956. Miss John- 
son is director of Library Work with Children at the Dallas, Texas, Public Library. 
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me back upon the land I know best, my own 
Southwest. 

Corpus Christi, of course, Dallas, Fred- 
ericksburg and the Texas Hill Country have 
been the scenes of my books for boys and 
girls. But I still have a Louisiana story yet 
to write, and last summer when I was in 
Pat Paylore’s Arizona, I knew that I would 
have to go back some day and do an Arizona 
book. 

Debora Abramson, under whom I did my 
practice work while at L.S.U., had her own 
influence upon me. The first little girls’ 
book was called DEBBY. When people ask 
me how I happened to name the child Deb- 
by, I reply that there is only one answer and 
our Debora became the godmother of that 
first book. Being a children’s librarian and 
a writer for children has its own special ad- 
vantages. The children come to me telling 
me of their own problems, the books they 
like to read and the books they wish I would 
write for them. In my Creative Writing 
Club for boys and girls the youngsters de- 
velop a critical faculty that is wonderful and 
fearful to behold. I teach them to write but 
in return they act as very special critics of 
the books I write for them, often helping 
me while the story is still in manuscript 
form. 

I'd like to tell you right here of a story 
recently written by a seven-year-old member 
of the Club. She is a little young for this 
club but has become the joy of all our cre- 
ative hearts. This is her story. 

There was once a rabbit who was very 
lonely. He did not know what to do to keep 
from being lonely. Then one day he thought 
he would go to a short store (I did not know 
what a short store was until he appeared in 
the illustrations wearing some brightly 


striped shorts). He bought the shorts, then 
went to the shirt store and bought some 
shirts. After that he walked in the woods, 
but he was still lonely. But in the woods he 
found a little baby rabbit and took it home 
with him. ‘This will keep me from being 
lonely,” he thought. But it didn’t. So he 
went walking in the woods again. There he 
saw a girl rabbit. He wasn’t lonely anymore. 
“Will you marry me?” he said. And she 
did. And they all lived happily ever after. 

Yes, it all began in Library School. Each 
one of us could tell his own continuation of 
the Library School Story. My path has been 
among books and children, among parents 
and teachers, editors, writers and librarians. 
It has been a good path and good things 
have happened. There was the taxi driver 
the other day who recognized me only by 
my voice, saying ‘I went to your Story Hour 
for three years when I was in Alamo School. 
I'll never forget you.” 

I may have strayed far from Kenneth 
Grahame and the Dragon's Boy with the 
sandwichy sort of way, but I had a Kenneth 
Grahame disappointment recently which may 
account for that. In the years I struggled for 
a new Dallas Public Library Building—be 
honest, Siddie Joe, you didn’t care two hoots 
for a new building—all you wanted was a 
new children’s room—in those years I al- 
ways said I wanted the new Children’s Room 
to be called the “Kenneth Grahame Room” 
with WIND IN THE WILLOWS murals 
on walls and the Legend of the Reluctant 
Dragon over my office door. But I did not 
get it! 

My new boss, Mr. James D. Meeks, thinks 
it is just as well. Every time he has to cut 
the children’s book budget, I am dragon 
enough for him. 
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‘he Modisette Award for “orustees 


By 


MRS. MARGARET GUEYMARD 


East Baton Rouge Parish Library 


The Association’s two groups serving on 
the Modisette Award for Trustees Commit- 
tee have come out of the committee’s initial 
organization period and would like to re- 
port to all Public Librarians and Members 
of Library Boards. 


Already there have been two people who 
have received this award, a citation for out- 
standing service to the library, the com- 
munity and the state. They are Mr. Ovey 
Trahan, President of the Board of Control 
of the Winn Parish Library and Miss Edith 
Steckler, President of the Board of Control 
of the St. Martin Parish Library. Undoubt- 
edly these were deserving and outstanding 
citizens and supporters of library service. 


The first committee drew up standards for 
the award which were printed in this Bzl- 
letin. The Summer 1954 issue states the 
standards and again in the Fall 1954 issue 
the standards are repeated. 


Eight nominations were made for 1954, 
and four nominations were made for 1955. 
Of the four nominations in 1955, one was a 
re-nomination, which is entirely permissible 
and recommended by the committee if the 
nominator wishes to do this. The award is 
for a public library trustee which includes 
parish, municipal and state library trustees, 
and is for an individual, not necessarily the 
President of the Board. 

Except by announcements at library meet- 
ings, however, it has not been explained 
how the committee operates, and on what 
basis the awards are made. 

First of all the nominator presents a can- 
didate for the award. This presentation 
comes to the committee in five copies so that 
each member of the committee has her copy 
for judging. The way the nomination is 
presented is very important. It should fully 
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describe the candidate because no further 
questions are asked by the committee as a 
whole about any of the candidates. The 
first year’s committee considered sending out 
questionnaries for the nominees, which is a 
routine used by some state associations hav- 
ing similar awards. They rejected this plan, 
however, in favor of the present one of hav- 
ing a letter of nomination. A. L. A. uses 
this latter plan—a letter of nomination. 

A score sheet was worked up by this first 
awards committee. This scoring is as fol- 
lows: 


Local Activity . 40% 
State or National Activity . 40% 
Civic Activity . ay 5% 
Personal Qualifications ... 15% 


If any aspect of the nominee has been 
overlooked in the letter of nomination, and 
the committee member knows the candidate 
and how she would qualify, she will use 
her knowledge of the candidate in working 
out her score. But it is easy to realize that 
personal acquaintance and knowledge of the 
candidate is not always general throughout 
the state; and unless the nomination points 
out all the qualifications which are present, 
they cannot be assumed by the judging com- 
mittee if they are not so stated. 

Although the scoring mentioned above 
shows four divisions, the basis for the scor- 
ing within these four divisions is the ABC 
for Trustees and other similar publications 
as mentioned in the standards set by the first 
committee. 

It is hoped by the committee that more 
nominations will be received next year. The 
judging will be done as impersonally and as 
fairly as possible and the person selected to 
win the award will be notified that she has 
been selected. Then a nominator would not 
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specially invite the trustee to the state meet- 
ing in the hope of his or her receiving the 
trustee award, and have this nominee dis- 
appointed. 

Sometimes the nominees are very closely 
tied for first place. In this case and for 
other reasons, too, the committee suggests 
that the nominator should try again and re- 
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peat the nomination if the candidate is so 
deserving of this award. 

Please send in the nominations for the 
1956 award by January 15, 1957, to Mrs. 
Ernest Gueymard, Chairman Modisette 
Award for Trustees Sub-Committee, at East 
Baton Rouge Parish Library, 700 Laurel 
Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 


Annual Conference 


y 


MARY LOUISE GIRAUD, Secretary 


Executive Board Meeting. 


The Executive Board of the Louisiana Li- 
brary Association met at 7 P.M., Wednes- 
day, March 21, 1956, in the Bentley Hotel, 
Alexandria, with the following members 
present: Mrs. Ruth Clark Reedy, President ; 
Mrs. Dorothy B. Skau, 1st Vice-President ; 
Mary Louise Giraud, Secretary ; George Rose 
Ferguson, Treasurer; Kate Wallach, Parlia- 
mentarian ; and Elizabeth Cammack, Immedi- 
ate Past President. 

It was moved and seconded that the read- 
ing of the Minutes of the meeting of De- 
cember 10, 1955, be dispensed with as each 
member of the Board had received a copy. 

Miss Ferguson gave the Financial Report, 
as of March 15, 1956. 

The President presented the budget, and 
after careful study it was moved and sec- 
onded that the budget be adopted as pre- 
sented. 

It was announced by the President that 
Dr. Elmer D. Johnson of Stephens Memorial 
Library, S.L.I., Lafayette, would be the editor 
of the Bulletin for the next six months, after 
which time Bob Mowery of McNeese State 
College would again assume the editorship. 
The President told of Mr. Mowery’s request 
for additional funds for the Bulletin. An 
amendment to the motion accepting the bud- 
get was made, seconded and passed, adding 
the sum of $100.00 to the Bulletin, making 
a total of $700.00 for the year. 
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The Report of the Adult Education Com- 
mittee was read and accepted. The President 
read a letter from Miss Vivian Cazayoux 
asking the Executive Board to appoint a 
representative to serve on the Provincial 
Council of the Louisiana Adult Education 
Council; no action was taken. 

The President read a request from Miss 
Sallie Farrell, of the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee, asking that L.L.A. contribute $100.00 
to the Washington office of A. L. A,; it 
was moved and seconded that such a con- 
tribution be made. 

The Executive Board was requested to en- 
dorse a proposal of the State Library re- 
questing a Ford Foundation Grant for State 
Wide Recruitment; the Board endorsed the 
proposal. 

Reports were read and accepted from the 
following: Scholarship Committee, Recruit- 
ment Committee, and State Planning Com- 
mittee. 


First General Session. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2 P.M. 


Mr. J. S. Doughty, Advertising Manager 
of the Container Corporation of America, 
addressed the first general session on “Great 
Ideas of Western Man” as embodied in the 
advertising of his company. Mr. Doughty 
pointed out that the ideas as expressed in 
the advertisements were, over a period of 
time, philosophical, historical, moral and 
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economic; during his talk he illustrated his 
comments with examples from the advertise- 
ments. 
The following officers were elected for 
1956-1957: : 
President 
Vice-President . 
2nd Vice-Pres. 


Mrs. Dorothy B. Skau 
T. N. McMullan 
Mrs. Kathryn Moore 
Treasurer Mrs. Evelyn S. Cormier 
Secretary Inez Boone 
Parliamentarian. . Miss Frances Flanders 
A.L.A. Rep. John Hall Jacobs 

The Exhibitors were introduced to the 
Association. The Faculty of the Library 
School, Louisiana State University, both past 
and present, were presented to the Associa- 
tion in recognition of the 25th Anniversary 
of the Library School. Miss Patricia Paylore, 
President of the Southwestern Library Asso- 
ciation, was introduced to the Association, 
and called to the attention of all present the 
meeting of S.W.L.A. in Oklahoma City, 
this fall. 

As a special order of business, Mrs. Mar- 
guerite Hanchey presented the report of 
the Scholarship Committee which recom- 
mended to the Association that a Scholarship 
be established at L.S.U. It was moved, sec- 
onded and passed that the report of the 
Scholarship Committee be accepted. 


Second General Session. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 8 P.M. 


At this session the program consisted of 
“The Library School Story,’ presented by a 
panel composed of Mrs. Florrinell Morton, 
Director of the L.S.U. Library School; Miss 
Essae Martha Culver, State Librarian; Dr. 
Margaret M. Herdman, Library School; and 
Mrs. Lois Shortess, State Library. Following 
the panel, Dr. Frances Henne of the Colum- 
bia University School of Library Service, 
spoke on books and reading for young peo- 
ple. 

Third General Session. 
SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 9 A.M. 


The new Section Chairmen were presented 
to the Association. They were: Mitchell 
Reames, College and Reference; Lola Coop- 
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er, Public Libraries ; and Charles M. Smither, 
Trustees. 


Reports were presented from the Commit- 
tees on Scholarship, State Documents, and 
Union Catalog of Louisiana Materials. 

A symposium followed the business meet- 
ing. The subject was ‘Patterns for Tomor- 
row’s Services are Found in Today’s Prob- 
lems,” and the participants included Helen 
Maestri, Kathryn Adams, Dr. Ruth Baldwin, 
Dr. Elmer D. Johnson, and Lillian Ken- 
nedy. 


Sectional Meetings. 


The College and Reference Section had 
as its speaker Mr. William Porter Kellam, 
Director of Libraries at the University of 
Georgia. Mr. Kellam’s topic was ‘‘Public 
Relations Is A Personal Matter,’ and he 
pointed out the importance of the personal 
relationships in college library services. Fol- 
lowing Mr. Kellam, a panel consisting of 
Mrs. Ella V. Aldich Schwing, Dr. Sidney B. 
Smith, and William H. O. Scott discussed 
the general subject of public relations in col- 
lege libraries. 

Dr. Isabel M. French, of St. James High 
School, spoke to the Louisiana Association of 
School Librarians, and took as her topic “A 
Vision of Ultima Thule.” Mrs. Lena Y. 
DeGrummond, of the State Department of 
Education, led the discussion following Dr. 
French’s talk. 

In the Public Library Section, Mrs. George 
Rodney Wallace, first vice-president of the 
American Association of Library Trustees, 
spoke on ‘‘Children Earn a Million Pennies.” 
Following this, Mr. W. A. Breedlove led a 
discussion on “The Louisiana Parochial 
Employees’ Retirement System.” 

Mrs. Wallace also spoke to the Trustees’ 
Section, this time with the topic, “The Re- 
sponsibility of a Library Trustee.’’ Miss Car- 
rie Dee Drew, of the Ouachita Parish Li- 
brary Board, gave a report to the Section on 
“The Trustee and the American Library As- 
sociation.” 


The Book Dinner. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 8 P.M. 


The Book Dinner is always one of the 
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most enjoyable parts of an L.L.A. Confer- 
ence, and this one was no exception. Miss 
Essae M. Culver presented the Modisette 
Award for Trustees to Miss Edith Steckler, 
St. Martin Parish Library Board; and the 
Modisette Award for the Outstanding Lou- 
isiana Library of the Year to the Lafourche 
Parish Library. The Louisiana Literary 
Award was presented for the book, Lowisi- 
ana Birds, written by Dr. George H. Low- 


ery, Director of the L.S.U. Museum of Nat. 
ural Science. 

The crowning point of the Book Dinner 
was the interesting and enjoyable talk by 
Miss Siddie Joe Johnson, Co-ordinator of 
Children’s Work at the Dallas Public |). 
brary. Miss Johnson's topic was entitled “A 
Sandwichy Sort of Way,” and just so that 
you can enjoy it again, we are including it 
in this issue. 





Public Library News 


EDITH PETERSON 
Lafourche Parish Library 


Renovation and air conditioning of the 
main Shreve Memorial Library was com- 
pleted in May. Patrons and staff are enjoy- 
ing the cool comfort in attractive surround- 
‘ngs. 

The New Orleans Public Library is con- 
tinuing its program of air-conditioning. The 
Library Board has requisitioned bids for air- 
conditioning the LaHache Music Library 
located in the Milton H. Latter Memorial 
Library, and the Norman Mayer Gentilly 
Library and Meeting Room. 

Plans are now underway to move the Nor- 
co Branch of the St. Charles Parish Dem- 
onstration Library to larger quarters and to 
remodel the Hahnville Branch. 

The Livingston Parish Library hopes to 
have new quarters soon to replace its in- 
adequate quarters in the Courthouse. Dr. 
Doyle C. Magee of Ponchatoula has agreed 
to construct a modern brick building in Liv- 
ingston to house the library. 

The Winn Parish Library Board of Con- 
trol has placed an order for a new book- 
mobile with the Gerstenslager Company. 
Delivery is expected in the early fall. 

The three mill tax for the maintenance of 
the Webster Parish Library passed by a ma- 
jority of 345 votes with the assessed valua- 
tion of $1,391,570. The tax was voted for a 
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ten year period and will provide an annual 
income of approximately $48,000. 

The Rapides Parish Police Jury has called 
a tax election on July 31 for a two mill par- 
ish wide tax for library maintenance for a 
period of ten years. This will replace the 
current one mill tax. 

The Ouachita Parish Police Jury has called 
a special bond and tax election for August 
14 for the improvement of the Parish Pub- 
lic Library. It provides for a one-fourth mill 
increase in the Library maintenance tax and 
a $700,000 bond issue for the construction 
of a headquarters building in Monroe, a 
branch on the south side of Monroe, and 4 
branch in West Monroe. 

On May 8, a two and one-half mill tax 
for maintenance and buildings for the Frank- 
lin Parish Library was renewed. This was 
the fifth anniversary date of the passage of 
the original tax. The Library Board 1s sav- 
ing for a parish headquarters building and 
hopes to purchase a site soon. 

The new president of the St. Tammany 
Parish Library is Mrs. June Boyet of Peatl 
River. Mr. Houston S. Talley, Madisonville, 
was reappointed to the Board. Miss Shirley 
Morse, Covington Branch Assistant, is fe 
signing to become teacher-librarian at Ed- 
gard High School in September. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cooke of Lake 
Charles are the proud parents of a girl, 
Susan Elaine, born on April 18. Mrs. Cooke, 
the former Helen Kendall, was cataloger at 
Calcasieu Parish Library. 

Mrs. Justin Laforet, formerly of the 
Chelsea, Massachusetts Public Library, and 
Miss Sally Thibodaux, formerly school li- 
brarian in Belle Chasse, joined the staff of 
the Jefferson Parish Library. 

The Ouachita Parish Public Library reports 
a number of new assistants this summer. 
Mrs. Heloise Grant is full time Children’s 
Librarian at the Monroe Branch. Assisting 
her as pages are Miss Minette Smith, a stu- 
dent at the University of Alabama; Miss 
Clara Anna Starnes, a student at Agnes 
Scott, and Miss Kathrine Barfield, a recent 
graduate of Stephens who plans to enter 
L.S.U. in the fall. Miss Beulah Burkett, a 
recent graduate of Neville High School is 
working as bookmobile assistant. 

New staff members at the Evangeline 
Parish Library are Mrs. Annetta D. Juneau, 
Mrs. Nettie L. Perrodin and Mr. Horace B. 
Fontenot who are working on the Book- 
mobile. They replace Mrs. Greta Fontenot, 
Mrs. Janet Smith and Mr. Leo Smith who 
have moved from Ville Platte. Mrs. Amie 
Guillory, Mrs. Nettie Perrodin, Mrs. An- 
netta Juneau and Miss Barbara Spiers, Li- 
brarian, attended the formal opening of the 
new Eunice Public Library on June 29. This 
library is sponsored by the Eunice Woman's 
Club. 

There have been a number of staff changes 
at the New Orleans Public Library. Miss 
Helene T. Morrow, Librarian of the Mayer 
Broadmoor Branch, has resigned to accept 
an Overseas appointment with the United 
States Government. She has been succeeded 
by Miss Elizabeth M. Eikel, formerly of the 
faculty of Newcomb College. Mrs. Roberta 
Leona Darouse is now on the staff of the 
Main Library, having worked first in the 
Adult Department and now in the Archives 
Department. Miss Lorraine D. Morse, a 1956 
gtaduate of Dominican, has been appointed 
Library Assistant at the Mayer Gentilly Li- 
brary. Two staff members have received 
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scholarships to continue their education. 
Miss Elizabeth Oberhelman has received a 
scholarship to the Columbia Library School 
which she will enter in September; and 
Mr. Albert L. Leonhard, Library Assistant 
at the Robt. E. Smith Library, has been 
awarded a fellowship to study in Spain ef- 
fective in October, 1956. Mr. Ernest Brin. 
Librarian of the Canal Branch, has entered 
the Library School at L.S.U. Mrs. Ruth K. 
Robbins, Head of the Cataloging Depart- 
ment, attended the graduate seminar on cata- 
loging at the University of Chicago in June. 
Miss Ruth Renaud went to Cincinnati to 
survey the new Public Library building there 
in connection with the proposed building 
for New Orleans. 

Mrs. Alma Jordan, Tallulah Branch As- 
sistant, Madison Parish Library, appeared on 
the OPEN HOUSE program on Station 
KNOE-TV in Monroe, June 12, as the guest 
of Mildred Swift. Mrs. G. M. Fuller, Madi- 
son Parish Home Demonstration Agent, 
helped plan the talk and demonstration on 
the subject “The Library and Mrs. Home- 
maker.” As part of the demonstration Mrs. 
Jordan showed some puppets which she had 
made. In the near future, Mrs. Jordan will 
appear again to put on a puppet show. 

Mrs. Leon D. Mitchell, Jr., Librarian of 
Many High School, is working this summer 
in the city branch department of the Shreve 
Memorial Library. Mrs. Ida Boggs is doing 
part-time work in the Extension Division. 

Mrs. Rubie Hanks, Winn Parish Librarian, 
vacationed in Nassau prior to attending the 
A.L.A. Convention. Flying to Nassau after 
the convention were Miss Vivian Cazayoux 
and Miss Kathryn Adams, Louisiana State 
Library, and Mrs. J. M. Holloway, Pointe 
Coupee Parish Librarian, accompanied by 
Mr. Holloway and Elizabeth Holloway. 

The summer reading program at the 
Pointe Coupee Parish Library includes a 
Story Hour at each of the Branch Libraries 
for the children from pre-school age to third 
grade. Friends of the Library read the stor- 
ies and provide the treats. 

“The Magic Keyhole’’ is the name of the 
children’s summer T. V. story program 


81 





* meter 


sponsored by the Caddo Parish Library. 
Mrs. Mary Randall, formerly of the Park- 
view Branch and now of the children’s de- 
partment, tells the stories to a group of chil- 
dren who are invited through the keyhole 
to sit with her. Mrs. Jean Elliot makes the 
props for the program. These include six to 
sight illustrations which are shown alter- 
nately with close-ups of the children and the 
story-teller. 

The ‘Winged Horse’’ reading program is 
very popular in Ouachita Parish this sum- 
mer. In Evangeline Parish, the theme is the 
“Treasure Chest Reading Club.” Lafourche 
Parish Library has the “Treasure Chest’ pro- 
gram for the young children and “Calling 
All Teen-agers’” program for the young 
adults. 

The French Settlement Branch of the Liv- 
ingston Parish Library has been reactivated 
and Mrs. Ella Lambert is again in charge. 
Mr. J. G. Sibley, Librarian, reports the book- 
mobile is being used full time to provide 
better service to the rural areas of the Parish. 

On July 2, the Calcasieu Parish Library 
discontinued its bookmobile service. Decid- 
ing factors for this move were personnel 
problems, eight year old vehicle, small cir- 
culation, and existence of adequate branches 
to serve the area. The Library won a ‘green 
ribbon of merit’’ for its educational exhibit 
at the Calcasieu Council of Federated Gar- 
den Clubs show on April 14. 

The four young winners of the spring 
Hobby Day story telling contest sponsored by 
the Madison Parish Library and the Tallulah 
P.T.A. gave their program for the school 
assemblies of three other elementary schools 
in the parish. They were accompanied by 
Mrs. Alma Jordan, Tallulah Branch assist- 
ant, who entertained them with dances by 
her puppets and Miss Mary Moore Mitchell, 
Parish Librarian, who invited everyone’s par- 
ticipation in the contest next year. 

Miss Mary Mims of Shreveport was guest 
speaker at the regular quarterly meeting of 
Webster Parish Librarians at Caney Lake 
on May 8. 

The Ark-La-Tex Genealogical and Histori- 
cal Association meets each month at the 
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Shreve Memorial Library. Members and yi. 
itors of the area enjoy the use of the Gene. 
logical collection. Mrs. Elinor Fletcher js 
in charge of the collection. 


The Northeast Iouisiana Regional Libray 
Group met in the Winn Parish Library ig 
Winnfield on May 28. In attendance from 
the Natchitoches Parish Library were Mrs 
Eleanor Bamberg, Ashland; Mrs. H. P, 
Maines, Goldonna; Mrs. Nettie McMichael, 
Natchitoches; and Mrs. Margaret V. Wal: 
worth, Librarian. 

The Fifth District Regional Trustees meet. 
ing was held in St. Joseph on May 18. Mr. 
James Madison, Chairman of the Morehouse 
Parish Library Board; Mrs. Keener Howard, 
Vice-President of the East Carroll Parish 
Library Board, and Miss Elizabeth Cammack, 
Librarian of East Carroll Parish Library 
were among those present. 

The St. Mary Parish Library was host for 
the meeting of the Evangeline Area Library 
Branch Assistants held in Franklin on May 
14. Dr. Ruth Baldwin, visiting professor, 
L.S.U. Library School, was guest speaker. 
The luncheon speaker was Charles “Pie” 
Dufour of the New Orleans Item. Miss 
Sarah I. Jones, Louisiana State Library Field 
Representative, was moderator for the panel 
discussion. Miss Edith Peterson, Lafourche 
Parish Librarian, was a guest member of the 
panel. 

Louisiana Public Libraries were well rep- 
resented at the 75th annual A.L.A. Con- 
vention held in Miami Beach, Florida, June 
17-23. Mrs. Marvin Bass, Caddo Parish, 
Miss Helen Smith, Terrebonne Parish, and 
Mrs. B. W. Biedenharn, Ouachita Parish 
were trustees who attended. Mr. Rhue 
Hoffpauir, Reference Librarian of Jefferson 
Parish; Miss Anita McGinty, Children’s L- 
brarian of New Orleans Public and Mrs. 
Reva Chesson, Cataloger of Calcasieu Parish 
and the following parish librarians also at- 
tended; Mrs. Rubie Hanks, Winn; Mrs. Lou 
Venia G. Jones, Morehouse; Miss Marion 
Taylor, Webster; Miss Lola Cooper, Le 
Salle; Miss Frances Flanders, Ouachita; 
Mrs. Celia Moore, Jefferson; Mrs. J. M. Hol- 
loway, Pointe Coupee ; Miss Inez Boone, 
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Caddo; Miss Hazel Sockrider, St. Martin; 
Miss Clara Haupt, Terrebonne; Miss Mary 
Ellen Tilley, St. Mary; and Mr. John Hall 
Jacobs, Orleans. 

The Robt. E. Smith Library in Lakeview 
(New Orleans) has been an outstanding suc- 
cess in its three months of operation. Addi- 
tional staff members have been added to 
handle the crowds and the interior of the 
agency was rearranged to provide more 
space. In May registration at the New Or- 
leans Public Library passed the 100,000 
mark for the first time. Thousands of chil- 





dren are registered in the summer reading 
program. 

Numerous visitors from far away places 
have come to the New Orleans Public Li- 
brary in recent months. Foreign librarians 
included Frank C. Tighe, City Librarian, 
Nottingham, England; G. Kamaloedin 
Anang, Djakarta, Indonesia; and Sook 
Wongsason, Bangkok, Thailand. A _ well 
known writer of popular books for children 
and adults, Phyllis A. Whitney, also visited 
the library to discuss plans for three forth- 
coming books about New Orleans. 





School Library News 


AGNES R. CLARK 
Librarian, Natchitoches High School 


As part of her library recruitment pro- 
gram, Mrs. Mildred C. Wooten, Eunice 
High School, brought her library Club mem- 
bers to Northwestern State College this 
spring, where they were guests of North- 
western State College's library fraternity, 
Alpha Beta Alpha. 

Miss Jean Royston, Librarian at Sulphur 
Junior High, attended the Texas Teen Age 
Librarian’s State Convention at Waco this 
spring. Jean plans to attend Louisiana State 
University Library School this summer. 
Others planning to attend are Miss Dorothy 
Carnahan, Librarian at Hackberry, and Mrs. 
Claire Greene, Librarian at Cloutierville. 

Mrs. Frances Henry, recent graduate of 
Northwestern State College, is now at Camp 
Zama in Japan. Among other things, she is 
in charge of publicity. She has visited in 
Korea, Tokyo, and many other interesting 
places. 

Campti High School was recently evalu- 
ated by a committee of the Southern Associ- 
ation. Mrs. Bernice Evans, librarian, was 
pleased that the evaluation showed the li- 
brary to be functioning smoothly. 

Assisted by Mrs. Lena de Grummond, 
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State School Library Supervisor, parish school 
administrators, and local school people, the 
librarian at Ashland, Mrs. Annie B. Martin, 
recently completed the centralizing of Ash- 
land’s Elementary and High School Libraries. 

Miss Sue Hughes, librarian at Northwest- 
ern State College Elementary School, won 
the Alpha Beta Alpha award, given annually 
by Alpha Chapter of ABA, the national li- 
brary science fraternity. Miss Hughes plans 
to do graduate work at the University of 
Washington this summer. 

Mrs. Lucile Daughdril, librarian at Min- 
den High, will be librarian at Northwestern 
State College Elementary School beginning 
this summer. 

Miss Bettye Beasley who will complete 
her library science training at Northwestern 
State College this summer, will be employed 
as assistant librarian at the Natchitoches 
Parish Library this fall. 

Miss Catherine Basco, a Spring "55 North- 
western State College graduate, has accepted 
a position as librarian at LaGrange Junior 
High in Lake Charles, Louisiana. 

Mrs. Olga Jeanfreau is back at Destrehan 
High School this year after having served 
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last year as librarian in one of the American 
Dependents’ Schools overseas. She served in 
Yokohama in Japan. While there she visited 
Hong Kong, Bangkok, Siam, and Formosa. 

Bonnie Welsh, of Jennings High School, 
was elected president of the Louisiana Teen- 
Age Librarian’s Association at their state 
convention in Baton Rouge. Other officers 
elected were: Faye Delahosse, St. Martin- 
ville High School, vice-president; Clydell 


Davenport, Eunice High School, secretary ; 
Patricia Eubanks, Opelousas High School, 
treasurer; and Evelyn Lester, Oberlin High 
School, reporter. 

Ruth Nesom, Librarian at Houma Junior 
High this past school year, has accepted an 
appointment with the United States Navy 
as librarian in the Naples American High 
School in Italy for the 1956-57 school year. 
She is to report to Naples August 20. 





Special Library News 


MRS. VERLYN SANDERS 


Librarian, California Company, New Orleans 


Mrs. Dorothy B. Skau, Librarian of the 
Southern Regional Research Laboratory of 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture in 
New Orleans, was honored recently when 
she received a U.S.D.A. Superior Service 
award for her contribution to research on 
the utilization of southern farm crops. Along 
with the award, Mrs. Skau was commended 
for “the great assistance she has given re- 
search scientists at the Southern Regional 
Research Laboratory by assembling and main- 
taining a comprehensive technical library, 
and for the time and effort she has saved 
them by her efficiency in providing them 
with needed reference materials..”’ 

Special librarians were well represented 
at the Louisiana Library Association Con- 
vention in Alexandria. Among those pres- 
ent were Miss Harriet Lemann, Librarian, 
Thomas Cunningham Reference Library, In- 
ternational House, New Orleans; Miss Janet 
Riley, Loyola Law Library; Miss Jane 
Davies, Librarian, Union Producing Com- 
pany, Shreveport; Miss Exum Estrada, Li- 
brarian, Texas Eastern Transmission Com- 
pany, Shreveport; Mrs. Sanders and Mrs. 
Skau, New Orleans; and Mr. A. L. Layton, 
librarian of United Gas Company, Shreve- 
port, and President of the Louisiana Chapter 
of the Special Libraries Association. 


SUMMER, 1956 


Miss Ann Liddell, formerly Librarian 
with Peace Publications, has formed her own 
business, the Liddell Agency, 636 St. Philip 
St., New Orleans. Her work includes ma- 
rine research advertising and market re- 
search. 

Both S.L.A. and L.L.A. will regret the 
loss of Miss Virginia Parker, formerly with 
Ochsner Clinic, who has accepted the posi- 
tion of Assistant Reference Librarian and 
Cataloguer in the University of Texas Medi- 
cal Library, Galveston. 

Miss Janet Riley, Loyola Law Library, 
gave talks to the girls of Ursuline Academy 
High School on the library and legal pro- 
fessions during their Vocation Week in 
March. Janet was also administrative direc- 
tor of Loyola’s Moot Court Program in Dal- 
las, where her group won the Southwest 
Regional Competition. She will be the new 
S.L.A. Louisiana Chapter’s President for 
1956-1957. 

Mr. John Tusson, Coordinator for the 
New Orleans Technical Center Library, 
spoke at the Texas Special Libraries Associ- 
ation Chapter meeting, May 5, on the future 
for automation in libraries. 

Mr. Chester Lewis, President of Special 
Libraries Association, and Librarian of the 
New York Times, visited the Louisiana 
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Chapter in November. He spoke at the 
meeting in Baton Rouge, and pointed out 
the need for more S.L.A. Institutional Mem- 
berships in our state. 

An excellent program on ‘‘Management’s 
Stake in Organized Information” was pre- 
seated in the form of a panel, May 12, at 
the International House Conference Room. 
Mr. John Hall Jacobs was moderator. Others 
serving on the panel were: Mr. Dave Mc- 
Guire, Jr., New Orleans City Administrator ; 
Mr. McLain Foreman, Consulting Geologist, 

ew Orleans; Dr. Gould Cloud, Librarian, 
Humble Oil Company, Houston; Mr. J. W. 
Northrop, III, Geophysicist, The California 
Company, New Orleans; Mr. Hugh Black, 
Oxonite Chemical Corporation, Gretna; and 
Dr. E. D. Johnson, Director, Stephens Me- 
morial Library, Southwestern Louisiana In- 
stitute, Lafayette. At this meeting it was 
also reported that plans for a New Orleans 
Technical Library supported by industry 
look bright. Following the program there 
was a luncheon at the International House 


and an informal get-together at the New 
Orleans Petroleum Club. 

We welcome Miss Mildred Capdeville, 
Oronite Chemical Company Librarian, as a 
new member in the Louisiana S.L.A. Chapter, 
We hope soon to add librarians from Shell 
Oil Company, Magnolia Petroleum Com- 
pany, Southwestern Louisiana Institute, 
Avondale Marine Ways, Inc., and other in- 
dustrial and university libraries as new S.L.A. 
members. 

Officers of the Louisiana Chapter of the 
Special Libraries Association for 1956-1957 
are as follows: 

President—Janet Riley, Librarian, Loyola 

Law Library. 

Vice-President—Mrs. Alive Alben, Chem- 
istry Librarian, Centenary College, 
Shreveport. 

Secretary-Treasurer — Helen Forsberg, 
L.S.U. Geology Librarian. 

Delegate at Large—Marine Spivey, Water- 
ways Experiment Station, U. S. Corps 
of Engineers, Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
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News on File 


By 


MARIE J. MAMALAKIS 








With the President’s signature the Library 
Service Bil became law June 18. Louisiana’s 
share of federal funds will be $158,000 an- 
nually for five years which, added to the 
current budget of the Louisiana State Li- 
brary, should make possible in five years the 
establishment of a parish library in every 
parish in the state. 

Sallie Farrell, chairman of the Federal 
Relations Committee, salutes everyone who 
has worked for the passage of the bill and 
says that only because of the continuing 
and always dependable support of members 
of the Association has success finally been 
achieved. 

Approximately 90,000 books, thousands 
of magazines, tons of newspapers and all 
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furniture and equipment of the Louisiana 
State Library were rapidly and dramatically 
moved from the old Hill Memorial Library 
after it was condemned on May 29. 


The move took place in June and was ac- 
complished in three days of furious work by 
the 30-odd local staff members of the State 
Library; 40 men from two local transporta- 
tion companies ; and a crew from the Capitol 
maintenance staff. More than 5,000 boxes 
were used to pack the books and other li- 
brary materials. 


Large vans backed up to the rear of the 
building and received boxes of books sent 
down by conveyor belts from third and 
fourth floor stack levels, while furniture 
came out through the doors and from a 
broad slide placed under a second story win- 
dow. 

Books were sent to the Commerce Build- 
ing on the corner of Third and Laurel Streets 
where space has been rented for operation 
of the Readers’ Services Department for the 
next two years until the new building is 
completed. 


Two buildings of the U. S. Air Force Sta- 
tion are presently housing all furniture, 
equipment, supplies, magazines and news- 
papers. Later one of these buildings will 
be used for the Extension Department be- 
cause of limited space in the Commerce 
Building. 

A small administrative office was set up 
in the Department of Welfare building 
where mail is handled and the necessary 
business operation goes on. 

Essae M. Culver, state librarian, expressed 
the appreciation of the State Library Board 
and staff for the cooperation and assistance 
of state officials, Highway and Welfare 
departments, Capitol employees, and officials 
at the Air Force Station, all of whorn made 
possible the move in the record three days. 
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Dr. Garland F. Taylor, director of libra- 
ties at Tulane, announced the gift to Tulane 
University of a rare collection of books on 
the early history of Louisiana and a num- 
ber of rare manuscripts and documents. The 
gift was made by Felix H. Kuntz, New Or- 
leans real estate operator and widely known 
collector of rare manuscripts on Louisiana 
history. 

Included in the gift are many of the most 
important books on the colonial history of 
Louisiana and the early period of American 
occupancy following the Louisiana Purchase. 
Other books in the collection include many 
rare books on the early exploration and 
travel in Louisiana. 

In commenting on the collection, Dr. 


Taylor said that the gift will reinforce and 
supplement the collection of rare documents 
and manuscripts of Louisiana and Southern 
history, which Mr. Kuntz presented to the 
university in December, 1954. “Both collec. 
tions are among the finest and probably the 
most valuable in the fields of Southern and 
Louisiana history,” he added. 


Among the most recent collection are 
groups of books by Charles Gayarre, Louisi- 
ana political figure and historian, which con- 
tain a number of first editions of his works, 
Also in the collection are manuscripts, notes 
and letters of Gayarre’s personal copies of 
early Louisiana histories by Tonti and Hen- 
nepin with Gayarre’s own marginal annota- 
tions. 
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Another feature of the collection are the 
original documents of the City of Carrollton, 
including proceedings of the Carrollton City 
Council, a city directory, cemetery records, 
city ordinances, slave inventories of 1857, 
and copies of the Carrollton newspaper, the 
Carrollton Times. Other works in the col- 
lection include early laws and official govern- 
mental reports; material on the history of 
the Mississippi River and early missionary 
activities in the Mississippi Valley; mater- 
ials relating to Andrew Jackson, the War of 
1812, and the Battle of New Orleans; a 
journal on the secession convention of the 
Louisiana legislature; rare early books on 
slavery before the War Between the States; 
works on the Louisiana Purchase ; and a num- 
ber of books and items on Confederate ac- 
tivities in Louisiana and Mississippi. 

The gift is to be added to the Rosemonde 
E. and Emile Kuntz collection, which was 
established as a memorial to Mr. Kuntz’s 
parents following presentation of his collec- 
tion of rare documents and manuscripts of 
Louisiana and Southern history in 1954. 

The Kuntz collection, built up by Mr. 
Kuntz, over a period of more than 20 years, 
is housed in a special room in the univer- 
sity’s Howard-Tilton Memorial Library. 

Word comes that work progresses on the 
new L.S.U. Library Building in Baton Rouge. 
The excavation has been completed and the 
concrete foundation is in process. The steel 
strike will slow things up, but the weather 
has been good enough so that up to now 
construction has gone along well. The re- 
port is, however, that it will be a couple of 
years before the $3,500,000 building is 
completed, but a good beginning has been 
made. 

A major collection of Southwest Louisi- 
ana and Acadian history has been given to 
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the Stephens Memorial Library at South- 
western Louisiana Institute by the DeBaillon 
and Mouton families of Lafayette. 


The invaluable collection contains books, 
manuscripts, pamphlets and clippings from 
the libraries of Paul DeBaillon, late district 
judge of Louisiana, and the late Orther C. 
Mouton, district judge of Louisiana in 1890. 

The gift was made by Charles DeBaillon 
and Mrs. Frank DeBaillon, brother and 
sister-in-law of Judge DeBaillon and Mrs. 
C. E. Hamilton, daughter of Judge Mouton. 


Included in the gift is a photostatic copy 
of Cathcart and Hutton’s manuscript journal 
written from 1818 to 1819 when Cathcart 
and Hutton surveyed Southwest Louisiana 
for the United States Navy looking for tim- 
ber to be reserved for use in ship building. 


Also a part of the collection is genealogical 
material on the Jean Mouton family, the 
founders of Vermilionville, which later be- 
came known as Lafayette. In addition there 
are newspaper clippings dating as far back 
as the 1850's; historical accounts of institu- 
tions in this area, written by Judge Paul 
DeBaillon; day ledgers of merchants in this 
area, with their personal notations; manu- 
script material on organizations formed dur- 
ing the reconstruction period, from 1867 to 
1877; and other material written by Judge 
DeBaillon or collected by him. 


Just as this issue of the Bulletin was 
going to press, it was announced that the 
Union Catalog Bill was signed by the Gov- 
ernor and is now Act 361. As the Associa- 
tion has been actively promoting the project 
for two years, this is indeed good news. If 
present plans materialize, a copy of the act 
and a detailed discussion of the Catalog will 
appear in a forthcoming issue of the Bzl- 
letin. 
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Attending the Miami meeting of the 
American Library Association from the 
L.S.U. Library School were Miss Norris Me 
Clellan, Mrs. Shirley K. Stephenson, and 
Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton. Mrs. Edith F. 
Hill, Library School Librarian, also attended 
the meeting. 

Mrs. Morton, chairman of the Teachers 





Section of the Library Education Division, 
presided over that meeting at the Miami 
meeting. She was installed as Vice-Presi- 
dent and President Elect of the Library 
Education Division at the Miami Confer- 
ence. 


As a member of the staff of the National 
Survey of Library Service to the Blind, Mrs 
Morton visited the New Orleans Public Li- 
brary and the Texas State Library in May 
She also attended a two-day meeting at Mi 
ami preceding A.L.A. 

The L.S.U. Library School visiting sum- 
mer school faculty included Dr. Ruth M. 
Baldwin, Mrs. Sibyl Farr, Librarian, Is- 
trouma High School, and Mrs. Ann H. 
Cohron, reference Librarian, Murray State 


College, Kentucky. 
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Regular faculty were Miss S$. Metella Wil- 
liams, Mrs. Will C. Daniels, and Miss Nor- 
ris McClellan. 

Mrs. Shirley K. Stephenson devoted full 
time to study this summer. Mrs. Morton was 
on sabbatical leave for July and August to 
study at Columbia. 

Dr. Margaret M. Herdman retired as Pro- 
fessor Emeritus at the close of the 1955-56 
academic year. 

Mrs. Ella V. Aldrich Schwing, member 
of the Board of Supervisors of L.S.U. and a 
former faculty member of the Library 
School, participated in a panel discussion at 
the program meeting of the Trustees Sec- 
tion of the A.L.A. at the Miami Beach Con- 
ference. 

State Library Staff members attending the 
A.L.A. Convention in Miami Beach in- 
cluded Essae M. Culver, Kathryn Adams, 
Mrs. Edith Atkinson, Vivian Cazayoux, and 
Elizabeth Raulins. 

Mrs. Demaris R. Burns was acting libra- 
rian of the Union Parish Library Demonstra- 
tion until August 15, replacing Mrs. Maude 
0. Clay who resigned June 15. 

Mrs. Katherine James replaced Mary 
Anne Russell of the Louisiana State Library 
as publicity assistant on August 1. 

Mrs. Evan Wright, circulation librarian 
at the Louisiana State Library, resigned and 
was replaced by Miss Myrtle Smith for the 
summer months. Miss Smith has accepted 
the position as teacher-librarian in Brusly 
for the 1956-57 school year. 

Mrs. Frank Hudnall, librarian, Prescott 


SUMMER, 1956 


Junior High School, Baton Rouge, worked 
with the State Library during the summer. 

Mrs. Eva Porter, on leave for the summer 
from the State Library, attended the Univer- 
sity of Illinois Library School. 

Mrs. Blanche Long, on the staff of the 
State Library, sailed June 6 for a European 
tour. She was expected back at the library 
in August. 

Summer replacements at Stephens Me- 
morial Library, Southwestern Louisiana In- 
stitute, were Frank Schneider, librarian, Phoe- 
nix South Mountain High School, and Mrs. 
Mattie G. Belle, English Instructor and 
supervising critic teacher at the Lafayette 
Senior High School. They were replacing 
Miss Loma Knighten and Mrs. Robert Gil- 
more, on leave for the summer. 

Miss Marie ]. Mamalakis, Circulation Li- 
brarian, Stephens Memorial Library, left in 
August for a 9-weeks’ visit of England, 
France, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Greece, 
Spain and several Mediterranean islands. 

Kenneth E. Toombs became new Chief of 
the Circulation Department at the L.S.U. 
library as of June 4. Mr. Toombs is a re- 
cent graduate of the School of Library Serv- 
ice of Rutgers University and has worked 
in the University of Virginia library and as 
research assistant to Dr. Ralph Shaw. 

Mabel P. Nelson of Lake Wales, Florida, 
joined the Catalog Department at the L.S.U. 
library as Senior Librarian on July 1. She 
is a graduate of the University of North 
Carolina Library School and comes to L.S.U. 
from the Emory University Library. 
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